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SOUND;     Tliimder,  followed  by  rain.  . . 
ANNOUNCER 

FortuLies  Washed  Away 
ORGAN:     I  GET  THE  BLUES  WHEN  IT  RAINS, 
ANNOUNCER 

Early  settlers  corning  to  McLean  County,  Illinois,  found  the  land 
In  control  of  Kickapoo,  Pottawatomie,  and  Delav/are  Indians.  They 
found  the  red  nen  raising  corn  and  tobacco,  and  making  sugar  from 
maple  trees  in  the  groves.     This  land  of  gently  rolling  prairies 
prospered  and  flourished  as  the  plow  'oit  its  way  into  the  rich 
loessial  soils.     By  I87O,  it  was  the  leading  corn  producing 
county  in  the  United  States.     But  the  original  deposits  of  looss 
have  disappeared  from  many  of  the  steeper  slopes.     On  the  prairies, 
the  brown  topsoil  is  washing  away,  exposing  the  yellowish  soil 
that  used  to  lie  underneath  the  surface. 
ORGAN : 

ANNOUNCER 

This  is  the  story  of  three  McLean  County  farm.crs  who  determined 
to  stop  their  soil  losses.     These  men,  Wllli.ai.,i  Devine,  H.  M.  Scott, 
and  Charles  Washburn,  worked  together  in  neighborly  cooperation... 
SOUND;     Corn  being  dumped  into  crib  by  corn  dump . 
SCOTT  (fading  in) 

Nice  crop  of  corn  you've  got  there.  Bill. 
DEVINE 

Oh,  hello,  Scott.     Yeali,  one  of  the  best  yields  I  ever  had. 
SCOTT 

Hybrid  corn,   isn't  it? 

DEVIJ^-IE 

Yeah,  it's  a  champion  hybrid. 


SCOTT 

Some  ears, 

SOUND:     Corn  dLijriplng  stops,  and  man  begins  unhitching  harness, 
DEVINE 

I  flgiire  this  hybrid  corn  Is  the  best, 
SCOTT 

Course    I  don't  have  any  corn  myself.     That  darn  fool  that  ov/ned 
my  farm  before  I  did  just  about  wore  It  out  Vi/ith  corn.     Think  of 
putting  65  acres  of  corn  on  an  30-acre  farm  I    And  sloping  land 
at  that  « 
DEVICE 

You  got  some  pretty  bad  gullies,  all  right, 
SCOTT 

I'm  having  a  hard  time  getting  a  good  pasture  sod,  even.  It's 
going  to  take  a  lot  of  lime  and  superphosphate, 
SOUND;     Unhitching  completed. 
DEVINE 

Oh,  well,   that's  part  of  farming.     You'll  find  out  a  lot  about  It 
by  the  time  you've  been  out  here  another  year, 
SCOTT  (laughing) 

Now,   see  hore.  Bill,     Don't  you  think  I'm  just  a  crazy  city 
farmer  I     I've  been  In  the  real  estate  business  for  a  long  tlm^e, 
and  I  know  f  arm.s  . 
DEVINE 

What ' d  you  pick  out  the  one  you  bought  for? 
SCOTT  (laughing) 

Well,  you've  got  me  there.     Oh,  here  comes  Washburn. 
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DEVTITE  MP  SCOTT 

Hello,  Charles,     liello,  Washburn, 

WASHBURN 
Morning • 
DEVINE 

Yifhat  rl'ya  know? 
WASHBURH 

Not  much.     My  wife  isn't  feeling  so  good.     And  I'm  not  so  satisfied 
with  prices  tiiese  days,  either.     Looks  like  if  i'c  ain't  one  thing 
it's  another. 
SCOTT 

In  my  case,   it's  what  to  do  ahout  that  darned,  farm.,  of  mine  that's 

all  washed  up. 

DEVINE 

I'm  having  a  little  trouble  along  that  line  myself. 
WASHBURN 

Yes,  and  me,  too.     But,  say,  Scott,  that's  a  good  fence  you  built 

over  next  to  my  place. 

SCOTT 

Yes,  I  thought  I'd  put  up  a  good  one  while  I  was  at  it. 
WASHBURN 

And  now,  I  suppose  you'll  be  wanting  me  to  put  up  one  just  like  it. 
SCOTT 

Well,  it  would  help... 
WASHBURN 

,o,.and,  by  golly,  I'm  going  to  do  it,  tool 


It'll  take  more  than  a  fence  to  Gtop  that  gially  cutting  domi 
tlirough  the  draw,    ViThy  don't  you  two  talk  to  that  soil  erosion 
man  from  LeRoy,,, 
WASH  BUM 

What  I    And  have  CCC  boys  running  all  over  the  place?     I  wouldn't 

have  that  gang  on  my  farm# 

DEVINE 

I  talked  to  him. . .Gentle ,  I  think  his  name  was,  yes ... .George 

Gentle.     He's  going  to  v/ork  out  a  plan  for  my  farm, 

SCOTT 

Say,  I  believe  I'll  see  him.     I  need  plent^^  of  help,  and  I  roncvj 
I  can't  tackle  the  job  alone .,  .gullies ,  gullies  every^.vhere ,  . . 
WASHBURN 
. .  .not  me 

ORGAII : 

ANNOUNCER 

But  Charles  V/ashburn  is  a  progressive  farm.er,  and  he  did  investi-- 
gate.     Farm  plans  viere  worked  up  to  control  erosion  on  the  three 
farms  east  of  Eloomiington,  in  the  Sangamon  River  watershed  virhere 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service  was  demonstrating  proper  land  use 
m_ethods  •  • . 

SOUND;     Four  or  five  hogs  grmting ,^  squealing,  etc.,  as^  ."^.^^7  are  fed . 
DEVINE 

You'll  notice  they  don't  get  close  to  that  electric  fence. 
SCOTT 

How  do  you  like  that  electric  fence? 
DEVINE 

Pretty  good.     I'm  having  a  little  trouble  with  mj  wind  charger, 
though.     Didn't  put  it  quite  high  enough. 


SCOTT 
No? 

DEVINB 

Av-j ,  when  the  wind's  from  the  south  or  east  or  west  it  don't  turn 
any  harder  than  it  is  now. 
SOUND:    Automobile  driving  iip • 
SCOTT 

Looks  like  you've  got  a  caller.  Bill. 

DEVINE 

1/Vho .reckon  we've  "both  got  a  caller. 
SOUND;     Automobile  stops ^  car  door  opens  and  closes. 
GENTLE   (fading  in) 

Well,  it  looks  like  I'm  going  to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone. 
How  are  you,  Bill?    Eello,  Scott. 

DEVII-IE  AND  SCOTT 

Hov\rdy,  George.     Hello,  I  .'Ir  •  G  entle» 

GENTLE 

Maybe  I  picked  a  bad  tim.e  to  call  on  3^ou,  3111,  but  I  was  out 

this  way  so  thought  I'd  stop  by. 

DEVIJME 

Not  at  all,  not  at  all.     Let's  go  up  on  the  porch. 

SOI.TND:     Men  walking  along,  climbing  up  steps,  and,  sitting  dov/n • 
GENTLE 

Stopped  over  to  your  place,   Scott,  and  couldn't  raise  a  soul,  and 

then  went  on  over  to  Washburn's  but  he  was  in  town. 

DEVINE 

Yes,  he  told  me  he  was  going  in. 
SCOTT 

Say,  George,  did  you  get  that  erosion  plan  v/orked  out? 


GBNTLE 

Not  quite,  but  it'll  be  finished  before  long,  I  tliink.     You  sG::e, 

it's  a  little  tougher  than  us^lal  on  tins  job... 

SCOTT 

You  mean,  where  you're  trying  to  work  out  plans  for  three  farms 

at  once? 

GENTLE 

That's  it.     That  v/as  one  of  the  reasons  I  was  out   this  way, 
SCOTT 

I  hope  we  can  get  something  done  about  that  gully  down  there, 
DEVINE 

Yeah,  it's  about  eight  feet  wide  an.d  waist  deep,  and  getting 
deeper  all  the  tim.e .     It  hasn't  been  crossed  with  machinery  for 
several  years • 
SCOTT 

If  you  think  it's  bad  on  your  place,   come  on  down  and  see  how  it' 
cutting  the  devil  out  of  mine.     I  just  wish  that  was  the  only 
gully  I  had.     Anybody  that^d  grow  65  acres  of  corn  on  an  80-acre 
rolling  farm , . . 
GENTLE 

Well,  now,  that  ;gully  is  just  one  of  your  problems.     Your  m.ain 

problem.  Bill,   is  sheet  erosion,., 

DEVINE 

Maybe  so,  but  I've  been  trying  to  do  something  about  it.  Using 

a  rotation,  and  plowing  on  the  contour. 

GE^TTIE 

That  plowing  on  the  contour  is  mighty  important,  all  right,,. 
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DEVI ME 

I  guess  I've  stuck  to  crazy  farming  longer  than  anybody.  Only 
fools  like  me  will  try  it. 
GENTLE  (laughs) 

You're  wrong  there  I    Contouj?  tillage  is  getting  mighty  popular. 
Oh,  I  Imow,  it  takes  some  effort  to  change  from  the  straight  rows 
he's  always  used,  to  crooked  rows  on  the  contour,  but  it  saves 
soil . 
DEVINE _ 

After  I  tried  it,  I  like  to  farm  that  v/ay... 
SCOTT 

,  .  .  ,m^ell,  it's  not  doing  anything  about  that  gully.     Over  on  my 
farm  the  gully  waters  tore  up  a  tile  drainage  line.,,a  good  one, 
too. 

GENTLE 

I'm  working  on  that  gully  angle.     You  see.  Bill,  the  water  ivom 
your  farm  is  dam^aging  Scott's  fields.     And  the  r-'on-off  from  both 
farms  is  hurting  Washburn. 
DEVIATE 

Then  it  looks  like  we'd  better  get  together • 
ORGAN:  TOGETHER, 
AHNOUNCBR 

Get  together  the  three  farm.ers  did.     William  Devlne,  living  on  the 

head.v;aters  of  a  72-acre  watershed^  and  li.  M.  Sco'tt  and  Charles 

Washburn  living  on  the  lov:er  parts  of  the  drainage  area,  all 

decided  to  halt  this  movement  of  the  topsoil,  m.oving  down  the 

draw  to  the  creek,  down  the  creek  to  the  Kickapoo  River... 

SOUND;     Automobile  driving  along,   just  entering  outskirts  of  small 
'  tov/n  (1,000  population) 
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SCOTT 

I  had  to  come  In  to  LeRoy  -mynow,  so  we  might  just        v/ell  all 
come  in  and  see  ho'v\r  the  erosion  plans  are  getting';  along. 

That '  s  v/hat  I  thought  • 
W/iSIiBUM 

Maybe  so,  but  I've  got  a  lot  of  work  to  do,     I  don't  see  why  v;e 
didn't  have  him  comie  out  to  the  farm,  like  he  always  does, 
SCOTT 

That's   it  over  there,   isn't  it.  Bill? 
DSVIIIE 

Yeah,  in  that  old  bank  building. 
SOUI\n^;     Car  stops,  men  get  out^  walk  across  sidewalk,  enter  door • 
GEIv?TLE 

Well,  hello  I 

WASHBURN,   SCOTT,  DEVIIIE 

(All  give  mingled  greetings.     Corfiifient  on  the  weather,  etc.) 

GEI'TIE 

Here,  let's  pull  up  some  chairs. 
SOTJITD;     Scraping  of  chairs, 
GEHTIE 

Nj>w,  we've  got  this  thing  pretty  well  v/orked  out,  and  I  hope  it 

smts  you. 

SCOTT 

Anything '11  suit  me  that'll  stop  that  gully.     Takes  miore'n  an  old 
kitchen  range  or  a  pile  of  tin  cans  to  stop  s.  gully,     I've  found 
out , 


GBIITLB 

Then  you've  learned  a  lest'on  a  lot  more  farmers  can  learn.  Some 
of  them  Gtill  try  to  3 top  gullies  Iv  tiirov/lng  in  old  automobile 
bodies ♦ 

SCOTT  (chuckling) 

Yeah,  but  you  Imow,  these  new  streamlined  automobiles  aren't  as 
good  gully  pluggers  as  the  old  square  radiator  models,     (all  laugh) 
GSt^iTLE 

Seriously,  Scott,  your  farm.  Is  getting  a  lot  betber. 

DBVILIE 

You  can  tell  that  from  the  road, 
SCOTT 

I've  got  a  pretty  good  cover  on  it  now.     Seems  like  alsiko  does 
better  on  poor  land  than  it  does  on  rich  land. 

aEi-!T'LE 

If  you  limiC  it. 
WASEBUM 

I  never  did  see  so  much  lim-O  put  on  at  once  \    How  much  did  you 

put  on  last  year? 

SCOTT 

Not  so  much,  about  I30  tons.     And  the  ground  seems  to  be  getting 
better.     It's  softer.     Mien  I  came  out  here  it  was  m.ore  like 
cement.     Of  course,  you  know  what  corn  does  to  rolling  land. 
CEMTLB 

Now,  you  fellows  know  pretty  well  what  V'/e've  planned  for  your 

faiTiis  in  general. 

DBVIIIE 

And  it's  all  right,  too. 
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WASEBUPiN 

Yeah,  it  don't  look  so  bad. 
TLE 


V/,  on  "iiiat  72 -acres  that  seems  to  be  causing  this  'bir  gully_, 
it^s  going  to  take  contour  cultivation , 

. , eWe ' vc  got  that • 

terracing • • • 

DEVINE 

G-ot  that ^   too  •  •  « 
GEhTLE 

And  you'll  need  ruore  of  it.     Strip  cropping,  retirement  of  those 
steep  slopes  that  you've  been  c ultivating--putting  'em  back  to 
pasture  and  meadow--and  two  dams. 

WASEBURII 

Now,  wait  a  minute  I    Dam.s  cost  mxOney. 
GENTLE 

I  know  they  do,  and  so  do  farm.s.     Cur  engineers  say  that  two 
reinforced  concrete  notch  dams  will  finish  the  job  as  far  as  that 
gully  is  concerned, 
SCOTT 

Then  I  say  they're  worth  it. 
GENTLE 

Another  point,   Scott,  one  of  the  dams  will  not  only  help  save  soil, 
but  it'll  build  up  a  stock  reservoir  for  your  sheep,  cattle,  and 
hogs. . . 

SCOTT 

Then  I  know  they're  worth  it. 


I 


-11- 

What  about  me? 
CtBNTLE 

You  don't  have  aiiy  11  vo stock  to  uSpeak  of.  Bill.     The  logical  place 
for  one  of  the  dains  Is  on  Washburn's  place,  and  the  other  on  the 
Scott  farm, 
D5VINB 

Well,  I'm  willing  to  do  anything  reasonable.     lb  looks  like  v/e've 

got  a  joint  problem  here. 

WASHBURN 

Now,  hold  on.     I  don't  m.ean  to  be  hard-headed,  bub  I  want  to  knov^/ 
just  ¥7ho '  s  going  to  pay  what. 
G-EI'j  TLS 

I've  got  it  figured  out  here,  as  near  as  I  cou.ld.     Of  course, 
that's  somie thing  that  yovi. '11  have  to  work  out  between  you.  Here 
are  the  figures. 
DEVINE 

Hinirjm. ,  .According  to  this,  I'm  to  furnish  80  percent  of  the  miaterial 
for  the  upper  d8rn,,„let's  see,  that's  the  one  on  Scott's  land. 

GENTLE 

That's  right,  aboiit  15O  feet  from  the  line  fence. 
SCOTT 

And  I'm  to  furnish  the  remaining  20  percent  of  the  material  for 
the  upper  dam  and  (v/his ties  ) .  . . .  90  percent  of  the  material  for 
the  lower  dam. 
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WASHBURN 

That ^3  the  one  on  my  place.     That  means  that  I  kick  in  tho  remaining 
10  percent  for  the  lower  dam.     Well,  let^s  see.. ..yeah,  that  seems 
about  right.     I  just  own  about  10  acres  of  that  "JZ. 
G-ETIThS 

Pine,     Now,  I  knov/  you  fellows  don't  v/ant  to  rush  into  this  thing 
too  fast,   so  m.y  idea  is  for  you  to  take  these  figures  and  those 
maps  home  with  you,  sit  ctown  across  the  kitchen  table,  and  work 
out  your  own  ideas  on  this  cost  division, 
ORGAiM : 

ANNOUNCER 

A  few  days  later,  Devine,  Scott,  and.  Yv'ashburn  put  their  heads 

together  and  agreed  on  this  mutual  plan  of  solving  a  m.utual 

problem.     They  agreed  to  this  division  of  costs  according  to  the 

benefit  to  be  gained  by  each  farm,,. 

SOUND;     Dam  building  scene.     Forms  have  been  constructed  and  concrete 
is  being  poured.     SoLmds  of  20  COO  boys  v/orking,  concrete 
mixer 3  wheelbarrov/s  wheeling  materials  and  concrete,  dumping 
concrete  into  formxS,  etc, 

SCOTT 

Looks  like  we're  nearing  tho  end  of  tho  job.  Bill, 
DEVINE 

And  a  worth  while  Job,  too.     Look  at  those  boys  hustle  \ 
SCOTT 

They'll  be  plenty  hungry  by  noon,    V/hat  tim.e  is  it,  anyhow? 

DEVIl-IB 

Not  more  than  11  o'clocl;:,     G-etting  hungry  yourself,  are  you? 
SCOTT 

A  little.     G-osh,  I'm  glad  to  see  that  dam  going  in. 
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DEVTNE 

So  am  I,     Doesn't  make  any  ciiiferGnce  if  it  is  on  your  land  or  on 
Wash"biu?n  *  s--thls  Is  one  time  we  had  to  work  together. 
Vif  ASH  BURR 

A  lot  less  water  ^^oes  down  that  draw  now  than  usee'  to,  with  just 
one  dam  in.     Think  what  it'll  mean  when  they're  'both  finished. 
DP]VINE 

That  torraclng  and  contour  f.irmlng  are  helping  hold  bad:  some  of 
the  water.     You  know,  I  like  cent 01.11'  farming  more  all  the  time. 
WASHBURN 

You  must.     You've  got  all  of  your  cultivated  land  on  the  contour, 
I  think  I'll  try  that  when  I  get  ready  to  plow  up  my  alfalfa. 
How  about  this  terracing,  anyhow? 
SCOTT 

These  terraces  have  certainly  stopped  a  lot  of  washing  around  here 
DEVINE 

I  like   'em.     I  had  a  little  trouble  plowing  with  them  at  first. 
Maybe  I'd  better  learn  more  about  farming.     (All  laugh  slightly.) 
SCOTT 

Well,  for  my  part,  I've  got  nearly  [l,000  feet  of  terraces  on  my 
pastures.     Funny  thing,  how  those  pastures  are  coming  along. 
Vl^ASPIBUK^T 

See  you've  got  some  bluegrass  in  there. 
SCOTT 

Yeah,  I've  got  a  mixture  of  grasses  and  legumes.     Say,  did  you  eve: 

hear  how  bluegrass  got  into  Illinois? 

WASHBURN 

Don ' t  know  as  I  have . 
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Oh,  they  tell  all  kinds  of  tales  about  bluegrass, 
SCOTT 

Well,  now,  don't  quote  iiie  on  this,  but  they  tell  me  that  bluegrass 
was  brought  in  accidentally • 

Accidentally? 
SCOTT 

••..yes,  on  the  feet  of  Indian  ponies  returning  from  raiding 
expeditions.'     (All  laugh.) 

Well,   that's  another  story  that  will  never  be  proved~-or  disproved, 

WASEBURn 

Speaking  of  stories,  I  think  we  have  one  right  here  in  front  of  us, 
SCOTT 

You  m.ean,  this  dam? 
WASHBURN 

Exactly.     Any  one  of  us  could  have  worked  out  some  sort  of  erosion 
control,  but  we  couldn't  have  complete  control  without  cooperation. 
Bill,  you  had  a  gully  creeping  up  your  land. 
DEVICE 

And  I  Imew  that  run-off  fromx  my  fields  was  helping  cause  it, 
WASHBURN 

And  then,  Scott,  you  and  I  saw  our  part.     Anyhow,  the  three  of  us 
worked  together,  and    we've  got  old  m.an  erosion  licked  plumb  to 
the  groujid  '. 
ORGAN;     BYE  BYE  3LUSS. 


ANNOUNCER 

Thus,  through  neighborly  cooperation,  three  McLean  County,  Illinois 
farmers  solved  a  mutual  problem--soll  erosion,     Toda,;,  they  are 
still  working  together,  virorking  to  include  more  of  their  neighbors 
in  a  rounded  soil  conservation  program--cooperative  efforts  to 
control  erosion  where  individual  efforts  prove  f utlle--coopGration 
for  erosion  control. 
SOUND;     Thunder,  followed  by  rain. . . 
ANNOUNCER 

Next  week.  Out  From  Muskogee,..     Fortunes  Washed  Away  is  an 
educational  presentation  of  the  Nation's  Station. 
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